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Welcome to Storybird Creative Courses!  
 

In this online course, writers will have the chance to learn and practice important concepts and 
skills that will help them write their own Fantasy novel, no matter their level or ability. 
Best-selling author Shannon Messenger (Keeper of the Lost Cities) hosts this course in 19 
videos and 18 lessons—15 instructional and three assessments.  
 
Storybird has developed this course, along with Shannon Messenger’s input, to align with 
Writing, Reading, Speaking, and Listening education standards that are universally 
accepted as basic building blocks in a strong English Language Arts foundation. This course 
can be completed by ELA students or Creative Writing students. Students can work individually 
or in collaboration, and the course offers many opportunities for students to work together, for 
example, in pairs creating fantastical worlds. Lessons can be easily adapted to different learning 
styles, levels, or abilities, can be paired with other activities, and, while scaffolded, can be 
broken up and taken in different ways, either as mini-lessons, whole class activities, individual 
work, or group work. Lessons are easily modified to be completed in a single class period or as 
a part of a larger unit.  
 

Content 
 

This course contains 15 lessons, 19 videos, 3 quizzes, and 2 writing challenges. Through 
engaging language, graphic organizers, quick activities, downloadable handouts, multiple 
choice quizzes, and writing challenges, the lessons teach and assess the following concepts 
and skills:  
 

● Genre Basics: The importance of mentor texts, and the different types of fantasy: epic, 
sword and sorcery, paranormal, allegorical, court intrigue, medieval  

● Mentor Texts: Suggested books for reading that relate to the skills and concepts taught 
● Audience: Thinking about the readers of fantasy and writing with audience in mind 
● Getting Inspired: How to get and stay inspired  
● Prewriting Techniques: Brainstorming using touchstone questions and freewrites 
● Internal Logic: Using internal logic to ask “why” and make fantasy worlds come alive 
● Creating a Setting: Using the five senses to build a fantasy world  
● Conflict: Incorporating and developing effective conflict: character vs. character, 

character vs. self, character vs. the world  
● Fantasy Tropes: A breakdown and description of tropes, with examples: the chosen 

one, the secret heir, the evil overlord, and the object of great power; using tropes 

 



 

effectively so that they don’t become stereotypes, by exploring, questioning, and 
subverting  

● Characters: Creating characters that live and breathe on the page by asking five 
essential questions: what does my character want, what does my character need, what 
is my character afraid of, how does my character see themselves, what is my character 
hiding from me  

● Writing a Series: Questions that help guide writers into thinking about the big picture, 
and how each individual piece will fit together (book versus series)  

● Drafting A Story: Determining what process of writing will be most beneficial--for 
example, outlining or “zero drafting”; using prewriting techniques  

● Revising: Nuts & bolts & tips & tricks for revising a story, start to finish 
 
 

Goals  
 

By working through this course, your students will be able to:  
 

● Review or learn important terms and concepts that will be used throughout their school 
years in their own writing, reading, analysis, and discussions. Although a course on 
fantasy novels, many of the terms students will learn are not just specific to this genre 
and will be helpful in their literature studies 

● Learn terms specific to fantasy novels, a high-interest genre for many students 
● Follow along with author Shannon Messenger as she shares her own writing process 

from start to finish, modeling different ways to respond to a variety of prompts  
● Create a world filled with fantastical elements 
● Play with traditional and nontraditional tropes to engage readers  
● Prewrite, brainstorm, draft, and revise short and longer writing in response to activities 

and challenges 
● Read a variety of types of fantasy novels and think about how to develop their own style 

based on their readings  
● Practice using technology and learn to be part of a safe online community  
● Become acquainted with the publishing world  
● Assess their knowledge of the material with three 10-question multiple choice quizzes, 

easily taken over if student does not obtain a 10/10 
● Write a finished fantasy novel, using art on Storybird, that requires students to utilize all 

of the important skills and concepts learned during the course  
  

 
 
 
 
 



 

Rubric  
 

We have developed a simple rubric that can be used to evaluate student work on Storybird 
easily and quickly. These rubrics can be adapted to fit your department’s, district’s, or state’s 
requirements for English Language Arts assignments.  
 

Finally  
 

It is our hope here at Storybird that you will find these lessons thoughtful, fun, and appropriate 
for your students. They are general enough that they can fit with many different state / district 
requirements as well as specific enough that they teach universally useful ELA concepts and 
skills. They are easily adapted and can be done as stand-alone lessons, out of order, or as an 
entire unit. We hope they enhance your classroom and your curriculum and welcome any 
feedback you have for us as we continue to develop new content for educators.  
 
Contact us here 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11oY4stus1rtZPJgZKG2w02SYvXAMthicUTysaml0AYg/edit?usp=sharing
https://storybird.com/contact/

