
 

Media Literacy  
Course Syllabus 

 
 

Welcome to Storybird Prep!  
 

In this online course, your students will have the chance to review important concepts and skills 
that will help them succeed this year in English Language Arts, no matter their level or ability.  
 
Experienced English teachers have developed and written this course to align with Writing, 
Reading, Speaking, and Listening standards that are universally accepted as basic building 
blocks in a strong English foundation. Lessons can be differentiated for students, fit well within 
existing units of study, and, while scaffolded, can be broken up and taught in different ways, 
either as mini-lessons, whole class activities, individual work, or group work. Lessons are easily 
modified to be completed in a single class period or as a part of a larger unit.  
 

Content 
 

This course contains 7 lessons, 7 videos, 1 quiz, and 1 writing challenge. Through engaging 
language, quick activities, modeling, downloadable handouts, a simple multiple choice quiz, and 
a final writing challenge, the lessons teach and assess the following concepts and skills:  
 

● Vocabulary: Learn terms and phrases to build an understanding of media literacy  
● Evaluating Sources: An in-depth look into reliable versus unreliable sources, with 

examples and a writing activity  
● Perception: An in-depth look into the difference between fact and opinion, with 

examples and a writing activity  
● Safe Internet Tips: An in-depth look into the different types of websites (.com, .org, 

.edu) and ways to evaluate the reliability of online resources 
● Emotions: What happens when emotions get in the way of facts? Learn to recognize ad 

hominem arguments, echo chambers, and cynics 
● Dos and Don’ts: How to put your new media literacy skills to use and avoid “fake news” 

 
Goals   

 
By working through this course, your students will be able to:  
 

● Review or learn important terms and concepts that will be used throughout their school 
years and beyond in their own writing, reading, analysis, and discussions 

● Assess and evaluate their own work on key concepts  
● Practice using technology and learn to be part of a safe online community  

 



 

● Assess their knowledge of the material with a 10-question multiple choice quiz, easily 
taken over if student does not obtain a 10/10 

● Write a finished piece that requires students to utilize all of the important skills and 
concepts learned about media literacy  

 
 
CLASSROOM CHALLENGE – You can use this challenge in addition to or in place of the 
final challenge on Storybird. 
 
Pick a topic that you care about—perhaps one in the previous activity. Choose a piece of art 
that fits with your topic and the “Longform” book option under the Create tab. Using the 
information that you gathered, write an article about your topic and how it has been affected by 
fake news.  
 
Consider breaking it into these sections:  
—What the topic is (a description)  
—What the different sides are (what you decide are the “real” sides versus “fake”)  
—Your thoughts on the sources—how did you come to the decision about what was real and 
fake  
—Your conclusion about what to trust and why it’s important  
 
Have fun playing detective, and separating fact from fiction!  
  

 
Rubric  

 
We have developed a simple rubric that can be used to evaluate student work on Storybird 
easily and quickly. These rubrics can be adapted to fit your department’s, district’s, or state’s 
requirements for English Language Arts assignments.  
 

Finally  
 

It is our hope here at Storybird that you will find these lessons thoughtful, fun, and appropriate 
for your students. They are general enough that they can fit with many different state / district 
requirements as well as specific enough that they teach universally useful ELA concepts and 
skills. They are easily adapted and can be done as stand-alone lessons, out of order, or as an 
entire unit. We hope they enhance your classroom and your curriculum and welcome any 
feedback you have for us as we continue to develop new content for educators.  
Contact us here 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11oY4stus1rtZPJgZKG2w02SYvXAMthicUTysaml0AYg/edit?usp=sharing
https://storybird.com/contact/

